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Historical Context
The Royalists’ hope of securing the magazine at Hull was dashed when Parliament appointed (January 1642) Captain John Hotham as Governor of Hull. Queen Henrietta Maria crossed into Holland taking with her the Crown jewels. Throughout 1642 the Queen assembled a mass of arms and ammunition using the Crown jewels as a pawn. In June 1642 at York castle the King was pressed to sign the ‘Nineteen Propositions’, an order that would have sequestered the King’s powers. Clarendon wrote, The King had not at that time one barrel of powder nor one musket, nor any other provision necessary for an army.’ During July 1642 ‘Providence’ a small boat from Holland landed a supply of arms and ammunition which was taken to York castle. Nottingham castle 22nd August 1642 the Royal Standard was raised; Civil War declared. The King secured Newark castle before riding westward to gather an army. On the way the King ordered that local militia handed over their arms and ammunition. Thus supplied the Royalists returned eastwards to confront the Parliamentarians at Edgehill.
The Edgehill battle (Oct 1642) left the King’s armoury desperately short of the means to continue the war. In a desperate attempt the King tried to force London into surrender but was turned back at Turnham Green. On their return to Oxford the Royalists garrisoned Reading.
In February 1643 Queen Henrietta Maria landed a dozen ship loads of arms, ammunition and supplies at Bridlington which were taken to York castle. Lord Fairfax with the army of the north ensured that Queen remained at York however desperate the King pleaded for the supplies. Early April Prince Rupert rode to the Queen’s rescue but was called back because the Earl of Essex had captured Reading and was expected to attack Oxford within a couple days. Disease immobilised Essex’s army, Oxford was reprieved. May 16th the King received 136 barrels gunpowder from York and used this supply of powder to press ever nearer to London. In early June Essex was ordered to put his army between Oxford and London to counter the raids. In early June Queen Henrietta left York castle and 16 June 1643 entered Newark castle in triumph with the convoy of arms. 
Essex’s army was in a ragged state desperate for money, supplies and fresh troops. The Royalist’s continual raids around Oxfordshire provoked Essex to mount a raid on Oxford. The Royalists welcomed 2,500 Parliamentarians who confronted them at Islip on the morning of 17 June. Essex’s little army were no match for the Royalist’s cavalry ranged on the hill. Without a shot being fired they returned late that night to Thame and Chinnor from where they had set out.
Location and description of the Battlefield

The field, which on Sunday 18th  June 1643, where Essex lost many of his most senior officers including Col. John Hampden, lies between the hamlet of Warpsgrove and the village of Chalgrove, about ten miles south-east of Oxford. The WWII airfield flanks the battlefield’s western edge and administration blocks were built on and around the battlefield. The northern half of the battlefield has the concrete bases of WWII buildings, an antique furniture company housed in the old Nissan sheds and Hitchcock’s bungalow situated by the Great Hedge and the gap through which eight Parliamentarian troops rode through to confront the Royalists. Beyond the Great Hedge to the north in Warpsgrove is the site of Warpsgrove House, a key feature that places the focus of the Battle. Victoria County History’s geophysical survey report confirms the site of Warpsgrove House. 
 Much of the battlefield remains under cultivation but the airfield’s administration buildings have been redeveloped into ‘Monument Industrial Park’. A monument to John Hampden erected by Lord Nugent for the 200th anniversary of the Battle stands at the crossroads on the old Watlington to Oxford road. The old TB isolation hospital, situated to the north-east of the Monument, was converted into the ‘Tower Estate’ business park. Upper Marsh Lane, now a private road, looks across the Battlefield 400 yards south of the administration blocks by Hitchcock’s bungalow. The line of hedges which Prince Rupert jumped to confront Parliament’s eight troops are still in the landscape.  
Landscape Evolution
The ‘Late Beating Up’, 
 (LBU) a Royalist document published one week after the Battle describes the terrain in which notable action occurred. The features described such as Golder Hill, the great Close edged by a copse of trees, the Great Hedge that forms the boundary and Warpsgrove House are found on William Webb’s 1612 map.
 This Magdalen College estate map is drawn to exquisite scale and accuracy that its features can be transcribed directly to a modern Ordnance Survey map. The site of Warpsgrove House was found by analysing this map and confirmed by a geophysical survey. The Chalgrove Battle Group collated many old maps of the area and drew them onto the first 1:2,500 Ordnance Survey map dated 1881. This collation of maps confirmed that boundaries, hedge lines and field systems had not changed. OS’s surveyor’s read the engraving on John Hampden’s monument, ‘within a few paces of this spot he (Hampden) received the wounds of which he died’. On the word of the deceased Lord Nugent the surveyor’s on believing that the Battle took place in a Chalgrove cornfield drew on their map the legend ‘Battle of Chalgrove 18th June 1643’ in ‘Houndswell’; one of Chalgrove’s cornfields nearest to the Monument. In large bold letters they wrote on the map ‘CHALGROVE FIELD’. The words began from inside what is the airfield’s perimeter hedge across the field and the old Watlington to Oxford road passed north of the Monument and into the enclosures beyond. The OS 1921 map of Chalgrove has the legend ‘Chalgrove Field’ removed but the reference to the site of the ‘Battle’ remains as stated by the 1881 OS surveyors. As an aside it is an accident of history that John Hampden’s Monument is placed at the crossroads of the old Watlington to Oxford road. The site of the monument being donated by Renn Dickson Hampden DD. This Hampden ancestral line had departed to the Americas 200 years previously before returning to England. Renn offered the monument site in a bid to enhance his claim to the Hampden Estates and the title Earl of Buckinghamshire. Nugent had promised his subscribers to place the monument on the Battlefield hence the politically worded engraving on the monument. 
The field system, the hedges and lanes had remained unchanged as the many maps showed, since the earliest times. Chalgrove Airfield was constructed in 1943, an auspicious date, which necessitated in closing the B480 and diverting traffic from the monument down Warpsgrove Lane and through Chalgrove village. The bypass was built in 1970 and what were the WWII administration buildings were demolished to be replaced with warehouses. Hitchcock’s Poultry Farm was constructed from converted WWII buildings and these buildings were replaced to become the Monument Industrial Park. The land Reform Act 1975 saw the removal of many ancient hedges to allow access for large agricultural machinery.
The Sources

Oxoniensia Vol. 80, pp 27 – 39 published ‘The Military and Political Importance of the Battle of Chalgrove (1643) Derek and Gill Lester 
 which further uncovered a multitude of contemporary sources. The fullest and most accurate account of the action at Chalgrove and of the campaign is, ‘His Highnesse Prince Ruperts Late Beating Up  
 (LBU). Page 5 states, ‘we discerned several great Bodies of the Rebels Horse and Dragooners, coming down Golder-hill towards us; from Esington and Tame: who (together with those that had before skirmished with our Rear)’, being a clear reference that a skirmish had occurred prior to the Battle.  The Commons House of Parliament published, ‘Two Letters from his Excellencie Robert Earl of Essex, The one unto the Speaker of the House of Commons’, 23rd June 1643. 
 This censored account is said to be of the Battle. The Commons House of Parliament deleted some paragraphs from Essex’s original letter before publishing ‘Two Letters’. This left the wording in the text to imply that at Chalgrove Parliament’s forces were stated as ‘we not having above 300 Horse’. This is the origin of the battle or skirmish debate. 
The actual ‘Letter’ written by Essex from Thame 19th June 1643 is still to be found in the archives but the published text of Essex’s Letter as printed 23rd June 1643 is as follows: - Sir,
There being some of my Horse that had an Encounter with the Enemy yesterday being Sunday; I thought fit to give the House an Account of the Particulars of it, knowing how apt many are to mis-report things to our disadvantage.


About two of the clock on Sunday morning the Enemy with about twelve hundred Horse and a great body of Dragoons fell into a Towne called Porcham, where one Troop of Horse ( being Colonel Morleys ) was Quartered, of which they took the greatest part, and from thence went not far to another Village called Chinner, where they beat up those of the  new Bedfordshire Dragoons and took some of them Prisoners, and three of their Colours, and some Officers behaving themselves very well defending the Houses wherein they were; they set fire on the Town; these being out- Quarters, the Alarm came where Major Gunter lay with three Troops (viz.) his own, Captain Sheffields and, Captain Crosses whom he presently drew out and marched towards the Enemy; Colonel Hampden being abroad with Sir Samuel Luke and only one man and seeing Major Gunters Forces they did go along with them, Colonel Dulbier the Quarter- Master General did likewise come to them: with these they drew near the Enemy,  and finding them marching away, kept still upon the rear for almost five miles. In this time there joined with them Captain Sanders Troop, and Captain Buller, with commanded men, which were sent to Chinner by Sir Phillip Stapleton, who had the watch here that at Thame, when he discovered the fire there, to know the occasion of it, he likewise sent one Troop of Dragoons under the command of Captain Dundass, who came up to them. There were likewise some few of Captain Melves Dragoons that came to them: at length our men pressed them to near, that being in a large pasture ground they drew up, and notwithstanding the inequality of the numbers, we having not above 300 Horse; our men charged them very gallantly, and slew divers of them; but while they were in fight, the Enemy being so very strong, kept a Body of horse for his reserve, and with that Body wheeled about and charged our men in the rear, so that being encompassed and overborne with multitude, they broke and fled, though it was not very far; (Essex is Thame as is Stapleton and after the encounter with 300 Horse and Col John Hampden is very much alive. For the intelligence to reach Essex and for Stapleton to find that, ‘he came somewhat short of the Skirmish’, over 90 minutes would have passed. The missing paragraph would refer to the Battle of Chalgrove and then Essex’s Letter, factual to this point, would make sense.)  For when I heard that our men marched in the rear of the Enemy, I sent to Sir Phillip Stapleton, who presently Marched toward them with his Regiment; & though he came somewhat short of the Skirmish, yet seeing our men Retreat in disorder, he stopped them, caused them to draw into a Body with him, where they stood about an hour: Whereupon the Enemy marched away. In this Skirmish there were slain forty and five on both sides, whereof the greater part were theirs.

They carried off the bodies of divers persons of quality. On our side Major Gunter was killed, but some say he is prisoner and so hurt; a man of much courage and fidelity, his bravery engaging him, and his small party too far: Colonel Hampden put himself in Captain Cross his troop, where he charged with much courage, and was unfortunately shot through the shoulder. Sir Samuel Luke thrice taken prisoner, and fortunately rescued: Captain Crosse had his horse killed under him in the midst of the Enemy, and was mounted by one of his own men, who quitted his own horse to save his Captain.
   Captain Buller was shot in the neck, who showed very much resolution in this fight, taking one prisoner he was shot. Monsieur Dulbier with Captain Bosa and Captain Ennis, did likewise carry themselves very well. We likewise lost two colours, viz; Major Gunters and Captain Sheffields; no prisoners of quality were taken by the Enemy, but Captain Sheffields Brother. Prince Rupert was there in person, and the Renagado Hurry. We took prisoner one of the Earl of Berks sons, Captain Gardener, the late Recorders son of London, and Captain Smith, with some others of quality and divers prisoners. Sir, this is the true Relation of what passed in this business. I rest; Your assured Friend. ESSEX, Thame. 19 June 1643.

An extract from the Royalist’s account the ‘Late Beating up’ (LBU) of Chalgrove.
His Highness was now making halt in Chalgrove cornfield: about a mile & half short of Chiselhampton Bridge. Just at this time ( being now about 9 a clock) we discerned several great Bodies of the Rebels Horse and Dragooners, coming down Golder-hill towards us; from Esington and Tame: who (together with those that had before skirmished with our Rear) drew down to the bottom of a great Close, or Pasture: ordering themselves there among trees beyond a great hedge, which parted that Close from our Field….. The better to entice them on, the Prince with Horse made show of a Retreat: whereupon the Rebels advanced cheerfully: doubling their march for eagerness, and coming up close to us. Then we discerned them to be eight Cornets of Horse, besides about 100 commanded Horse, and as many Dragooners of Colonel Mills ( Melves, my Lords Relation writes him ) his Regiment; now led by Captain Middleton. We were now parted by a hedge, close to the midst whereof the Rebels brought on their Dragooners: and to the end of it came their Forlorn hope of horse. Their whole Body of 8 Cornets faced the Princes Regiment and Troop of Lifeguards, and made a Front so much too large for the Princes Regiment, that two Troops were faine to be drawn out of the Prince of Wales Regiment, to make our Front even with the enemy. And this was their Order. Besides which, they had left a Reserve of 3 Cornets in the Close aforesaid among the trees by Wapsgrove House, and two Troops more higher up the hill, they were in sight of one another, by 9 a clock in the morning.

The Princes battalions were thus ordered. His Highness’s own Regiment, with the Lifeguards on the right hand of it, had the middle-ward: the Prince of Wales his Regiment making the Left -wing, and Mr. Percy’s having the Right. Both these Regiments were at first intended for Reserves: though presently they engaged themselves in the encounter. It was diverse of the Commanders counsels, that the Prince should continue on the retreat, and so draw the Rebels into the Ambush, but his Highness’s judgement overswayed that ; for that ( saith he ) the Rebels being so near us, may bring our Rear into confusion, before we can recover to our ambush. Yea ( saith he ) their insolency is not to be endured. This said, His Highness facing all about, set spurs to His Horse, and first of all ( in the very face of the Dragooners ) leapt the hedge that parted us from the Rebels. The Captain, and rest of His Troop of Lifeguards ( everyman as they could ) jumbled over after him: and as about 15 were gotten over, the Prince presently drew them up into a Front, till the rest could recover up to him. At this the Rebels Dragooners that lined the hedge, fled: having hurt and slain some of ours with their first volley. Meantime Lieutenant-Colonel O’neale having passed with the Princes Regiment beyond the end of the hedge on the left hand, had begun the encounter with 8 Troops of Rebels. These having before seen ours facing about, took themselves off their speed presently, and made a fair stand till ours advanced up to charge them. So that they being first in order, gave us their first Volley of Carbines and Pistols at a distance, as ours were advancing: yea they had time for their second Pistols, ere ours could charge them. The hottest of their charge fell upon Captain Martins, and Captain Gardiner’s Troops, in Prince Ruperts Regiment: and indeed the whole Regiment endured the chief shock of it. To say the truth; they stood our first charge of Pistols and Swords, better then the Rebels have ever yet done, since their first beating at Worcester; especially those of their Right-wing: for their Left gave it over sooner: for that the Prince with his Lifeguards, with Sword and Pistol charging them home upon the Flank, ( not wheeling about upon their Rear, as the London Relation tells it ) put them in rout at the first encounter. By this time also was General Percy with some Troops of his Regiment fallen in upon that Flank, and followed upon the execution. As on the other wing did Major Daniel with the Prince of Wales his Regiment: so that now were the Rebels wholly routed. Some of ours affirm, how they over-heard Dulbiere ( who brought up some of the Rebels first Horse ) upon sight of the Princes order and dividing of his Wings , to call out to his People to retreat, least they were hemmed in by us. 

The Rebels now flying to their Reserve of three Colours in the Close by Wapsgrove house, were pursued by ours in execution all the way thither: who now ( as they could ) there rallying, gave occasion to the defeat of those three Troops also. So that all now being in confusion, were pursued by ours a full mile and quarter ( as the neighbours say ) from the place of the first encounter. These all fled back again over Golder hill to Esington: and so far Sir Phillip Stapleton with his Regiment was not yet come. And if he stopped and drew the Retreaters up into a body, and made a stand for an hour with them,  ( as the London Relation tells us ) it was surely behind and beyond the great hill where ours could not discern them. Yea plainly our two Prisoners since their return affirm, that it was two miles from the place of fight ere he met them, nor yet could he stay the Parliamentiers from running. Before this, and in time of the fight, some three Cornets of them were observed to wheel abouts; as if they intended either to get betwixt us and Chiselhampton bridge, or to charge us upon the rear. Which being observed by Lieutenant Colonel O’neale, he borrowed two Troops of General Percy’s Regiment, and made out after them: which they perceiving, turned bridles about, and made haste back again to their fellows.

The Battle – Manoeuvres – Skirmish
The alarm came to Sir Philip Stapleton at Thame that Chinnor had been sacked. The men at Chinnor were the New Bedfordshire levies sent as reinforcements for Essex’s army. Capt Sanders and Buller’s dragoons were sent to Chinnor and a detachment sent back to report. There was nothing left except 50 dead littering the streets and Chinnor ablaze. Prince Rupert had taken 120 prisoners and three of Sir Samuel Luke’s standards. Clarendon reported that Parliament’s foot, that numbered between 4/500, ‘were laden with spoil and prisoners, scarce a soldier without a led horse.’ 
 They had taken the saddles, tack and the farriers themselves with all their equipment.
The Vanguard with the foot, prisoners and dragoons were moving out of Chinnor down the Icknield Way before 6am. Major Gunter, Captains Crosse and Sheffield’s 200 troops were seen in Aston Rowant. The Vanguard was a mile ahead as the Royalist’s cavalry passed by the village. Sanders and Buller’s dragoons gave Major Gunter the message that Stapleton knew of the attack on Chinnor. These gallant 300 men harried the Royalist’s rear until at South Weston they were ‘encompassed and overborne with multitude’ 
 in a skirmish. This is the encounter that Essex, by accident or design, confused with the battle of Chalgrove.
Approach to Battlefield

Col. John Hampden, Sir Samuel Luke and Col. Dalbier ‘came by accident into this Skirmish … the enemy, and finding them marching away, kept still upon the Reare for almost five Miles.’ 
  From Thame came 7/800 of Essex’s most senior officers. Gunter took command and in the hope of outflanking the enemy they charged as one down Golder Hill their front according Rupert was ‘from Esington and Tame: who (together with those who had before skirmished with our Rear) drew to the bottom of great Close, or Pasture: ordering themselves there among trees beyond a great hedge, which parted that Close from our Field.’ 

Prince Rupert watched from a Chalgrove cornfield as several large bodies of rebels came down Golder Hill. These ‘rebels’ consisted of Essex’s most senior officers who had been collecting their regiments pay when the alarm came from Chinnor. Without their regiments these officers set off towards Chalgrove. The impassable Great Hedge which parted that Close from our Field and looking up to see the Royalists towering above were brought to a halt. NB. A Great Hedge is a parish boundary marker which consists of a two parallel stock proof hedges with a ditch running between. The area described by the narration in the ‘Late Beating Up’ is shown on the amazingly accurate William Webb’s 1612 map. 
 Prince Rupert’s location in the Chalgrove cornfield can be made with startling accuracy as the features described are still in the landscape.
The Battle
‘The better to entice them on, the Prince with Horse made show of a Retreat’ 
 following his foot troops who were over a mile ahead making their way to Chiselhampton. The only gap in the Great Hedge was 1,000 yards westwards where Warpsgrove lane passed through to Warpsgrove House. The LBU recounts, ‘whereupon the Rebels advanced cheerfully: doubling their march for eagerness, and coming up close to us. Then we discerned them to be eight Cornets of Horse’, 
 some 5/600 men. Three Cornets of reserves were in the trees by Warpsgrove House and ‘two more higher up the hill.’ The location of Warpsgrove House was confirmed by VCH’s geophysical survey to be 100 yards from the gap in the Great Hedge in Warpsgrove Lane. Dragoons who had been sent forward broke and fled as Prince Rupert jumped the hedge and the others jumbled over after him. The Princes Own Regiment and his Lifeguards required two troops out of the Prince of Wales’ Regiment to make their front even with the enemy. The Royalists attacked and after an initial resistance overwhelmed their enemy. Parliament’s reserves were blocked from joining the main force as the Royalists had taken control of the gap in the Great Hedge. Parliament’s men were trapped allowing Prince Rupert to bring all his men into the action and wholly route the enemy without a chance of them fleeing. Eighty men with their horses taken from Chalgrove were paraded through Oxford. It was reported that ‘he (Rupert) slew above an hundred dead in the place,’ 
 and as many as one hundred more were wounded. The contemporary account in Edward Hyde’s footnote  
 illustrates the magnitude of Essex’s loss.
Extract, ‘E.Hyde, The History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in England, Vol 7 (1717) footnote 3 pp. 74 – 76’
‘Hereupon they quickly engaged in a sharp encounter, the best, fiercest, and longest maintained that hath been by the horse during the war ; for the party of Parliament consisted not of bare of bare regiments and troops which usually marched together , but of prime gentlemen and officers of all their regiments, horse and foot, who being met at the head quarter, upon the alarum, and conceiving it easy to get between prince Rupert and Oxford, and not having their own charges ready to move, joined themselves as volunteers to those who were ready, till their regiment should come up ; and so, the first ranks of horse consisting of such men, the conflict was maintained some time with confidence. In the end, many falling and being hurt on both sides, the prince prevailed, the rebels being totally routed, and pursued till the gross of the army was discovered; and then his highness, with the new prisoners he had taken, retired orderly to the pass where his foot and former purchase expected him ; and thence  sending colonel Hurry to acquaint the King with the success, who knighted the messenger for his good service, returned, with near 200 prisoners, seven cornets of horse and four ensigns of foot, to Oxford. On the King’s part in this action were lost, besides few common men, no officers of note, but some hurt : on the enemy’s side, many of their best officers, more than in any battle they fought, and amongst them (which made the names of the rest less inquired after by the one and less lamented by the other) colonel Hambden, who was shot into the shoulder with a brace of pistol bullets, of which wound, with very sharp pain, he died within ten days, to as great a consternation of all that party as if  their whole army had been defeated and cut off.’

Indication of Importance

To call Chalgrove Field a battle in the same sense as, say Marston Moor would be a misnomer. Prince Rupert refers to the sacking of Chinnor as a raid but Chalgrove as a ‘fight’; a 17th century term for an impromptu battle. 
While Essex rested his diseased army, incapacitated since his pyrrhic victory at Reading, Queen Henrietta Maria moved the huge convoy of supplies from York to Newark castle.  The Queen’s letters to her King stated clearly she would not send the convoy while Essex’s army threatened Oxford. Charles had risked everything, including his Queen and the Crown jewels, to get a supply of arms. The Queen had been in Yorkshire since February 1643 and all attempts to get the convoy to Oxford had been thwarted. Essex’s loss of a Dragoon regiment at Chinnor that fateful morning, included their horses, tack, feed with the farriers and their equipment. The dragoons’ guns, swords, ammunition and military equipment plus their clothing and boots all of which were loaded onto the dragoon’s horses and taken back to Oxford.
Clarendon hints at the military ‘indication of importance’ of Chalgrove in his statement, ‘Hereupon they quickly engaged in a sharp encounter, the best, fiercest, and longest maintained that hath been by the horse during the war’; a point confirmed in Oxoniensia Vol 80 pp 27-39 that the Battle was of 1.25 hours duration.
The Oxoniensia article relates of one hundred dead with possibly another hundred seriously wounded plus 80 men led away as prisoners with their horses was another ‘indication of Chalgrove’s importance’. Many of the men taken at Chalgrove were officers of the highest rank. Parliament Scoute No1 records that thirteen Captains and eighteen more men of note were murdered by Marshall Smith in Oxford following Chalgrove. Directly after the ‘Battle’ Essex conferred with John Pym in the House of Commons that ‘he would goe forward on some designe tomorrow’. That ‘designe’ was to remove the army of the south out of Oxfordshire as a letter from Rob Godwin, 26th June 1643 testifies.
  This letter also has, ‘my Lord Fairfax is in great want of horse : the Queen advanceth’; a further ‘indication of importance’ of Chalgrove’s military and political importance.
Essex had lost every means to make war and in his retreat from Oxfordshire had to leave equipment behind for they had not the strength or horses to take it. After sharp criticism of his leadership Essex offered his resignation to Parliament which they refused to accept. While on the march to Great Brickhill, Bucks Essex wrote to Parliament stating, ‘that the parliamentarian army is inadequate and proposed that peace negotiations with the King should be resumed’. Essex took his men to Kingston upon Thames leaving the Royalists sole charge of Oxfordshire and beyond until 1645; a further ‘indication of Chalgrove’s political and military importance’. 
The convoy left Newark 27th June 1643 sure in the knowledge that Essex’s army would not hinder the Queen’s progress to Oxford. The Queen may have left a few days after the convoy and the ‘Queen’s Guard’ which left with her may have been the formation of this regiment. The Earl of Newcastle relieved of the necessity to protect the Queen on her march to Oxford left Newark castle 27th June to go north with reportedly 10,000 men. On the 30th June at Adwalton Moor Fairfax’s army of the north was wholly routed and broken by Newcastle’s men. The Parliamentarian strongholds of Leeds, Halifax and Bradford were taken. As the Queen’s convoy moved towards Oxford the Cornishmen marched and battled their way towards London. With Hopton’s men they took Bradford on Avon 2nd July – Lansdown 5th July – Devices/ Roundway Down 13th July – Oxford celebrate the Queen’s triumphal parade of the convoy of arms through Oxford’s High Street 15 July - The port and town of Bristol fell to the Royalists 26th July; truly an ‘indication of Chalgrove’s importance.
Cromwell’s Eastern Association had remained strong all through 1643. Essex’s and the Committee of Safetie’s incompetency at prosecuting the war handed Oliver Cromwell the power to speak for the army in Parliament. His persuasive argument and unassailable position led to the Committee of Safetie’s disbandment in February 1644. The rest of Cromwell’s Civil War exploits are history; another indication of Chalgrove’s importance? 
Indication of Hampden’s importance
The death of Col John Hampden was a severe blow to the Parliamentarian Cause but a few weeks later he was just a memory. John Hampden’s political revival and why his name is strongly related to the ‘encounter’ at Chalgrove began 78 years after his death. The story of John Hampden’s pistol exploding in his hand was published (1721) in the appendix, page 572, to Lawrence Echard’s History of England. 
 Sir Robert Walpole tried to besmirch the Hampden name for political reasons by concocting the exploding pistol story. Sir Peter Temple created ‘The Temple of British Worthies’ 1734 which featured John Hampden. James Otis used John Hampden’s name to be the first to speak the famous phrase, ‘No taxation without representation’ in Boston, America in 1765. In the early 19th century Hampden Clubs were formed and in the publicity Lord Nugent used Hampden’s name and reputation to political advantage. The question of the ‘exploding pistol’ would not rest to the embarrassment of Nugent. In an endeavour to settle the argument Nugent gained the Earl of Buckinghamshire’s permission to exhume John Hampden. On the 21st July 1828 several tombs in the chancel of St Mary Magdalene Church, Great Hampden were unearthed. One tomb, on which the name plate crumbled off, was deemed to be that of Col John Hampden. Claims were made that bones of a hand were found in bag and Nugent stated in a letter to ‘The Times’ 28th July 1828 that ‘The worm of destruction was busily employed….. we discovered a number of maggots and small red worms on the feed with great activity.’ 
‘The Controversy of John Hampden’s Death’ 
 showed the impossibility of Hampden’s bones being recovered from the long grass on an active battlefield. The fabricated story of live maggots being found on the corpse’s brain after 285 years of being contained in a coffin beggars belief. Further evidence has been found in an unpublished document, ‘Hampden Magna’, 
 that John Hampden’s body was not exhumed and desecrated. Lord Nugent wrote a book extolling John Hampden’s virtues. In his eagerness to venerate John Hampden he published some ‘myths’ 
 about his involvement at the Battle of Chalgrove. The myth that he (Hampden) ‘lain that night in Watlington’ and on the first alarm ‘He instantly mounted, with a troop of Captain Sheffield’s horse’ leaving his officers and men in Watlington stretches credibility. Subsequent biographers of John Hampden’s involvement at the Battle of Chalgrove, including J. Stevenson and A. Carter’s Oxoniensia article 
 which in turn was cited in ‘English Heritage Battlefield Report: Chalgrove 1643’, are based on Nugent’s incredible myths.   

Lord Nugent raised a monument to John Hampden on the 200th anniversary of the Battle. Engraved on the west face is ‘within a few paces of this spot he received the wounds of which died’. The debate of whether John Hampden had been shot in shoulder or that his pistol had exploded during a skirmish raged in Gentlemen’s Magazines throughout the 19th century. During this feverish debate Ordnance Survey (1881) declared on their map Battle of Chalgrove 18th June 1643 and the argument of battle or skirmish entered the realms of academia. 
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